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Figure 1 - Where fashion sits in the Maslow hierarchy of needs
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Figure 2 - Global growth in fiber production (1980-2030)
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Figure 3 - Fixing fashion’s damaged seams

Payment of living wages, phasing out of fossil fuels in production, 
reducing wastewater and chemicals are all means to making fashion 
more sustainable. 

Source: Getty Images 

 
2 https://www.theindustrywewant.com/wages, 2023  
3 ttps://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20201208STO93327/the-

impact-of-textile-production-and-waste-on-the-environment-infographics 

“ It takes 2,700 liters of water to produce one 
t-shirt. 

4 We aim for 100% engagement of all portfolio holdings. 

https://www.theindustrywewant.com/wages
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“ Ultimately, our goal is to invest in fashion’s 
future. That not only means allocating capital 
and reaping returns but also in helping the 
industry repair its reputation and transition to 
a sustainable future. 
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Europe is a fashion 

 
5 https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/waste-framework-

directive_en#ref-2023-wfd-revision 
6 https://www.ft.com/content/10bae5b1-c19f-4b4e-b298-cfd88ed1ec89 

Figure 4 - Is it waste or a reusable material?

EU waste management laws emphasize long-life, reuse and recovery over 
waste creation and disposal.  

Source: EU Waste Framework Directive 

7 New York State Fashion Sustainability and Social Accountability Act, (the Fashion Act)  
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8 https://www.glossy.co/fashion/how-new-legislation-will-affect-fashion-brands-in-

2023/ 
9 PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) is an umbrella classification that includes 

thousands of chemicals with similar molecular structures. 

Figure 5 - Boosting circularity, a key aim of EU regulation

Loading clothes into a recycling collection point (left). A block of recycled blue 
jean denim insulation (right). Infrastructure and platforms that boost reuse, 
repair and recycling of garments and fashion products will benefit from Green 
Deal reforms and financing. 

Source: Getty Images

 “...companies that adopt sustainable 
solutions are best positioned to weather 
future disruptive changes...    
 
 

10 https://www.just-style.com/news/digital-platform-to-facilitate-textile-to-textile-
recycling/?cf-view 
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11 As of 30 September 2023. 

Figure 6 - Robeco’s multi-thematic investing expertise

Source: Robeco

 
 

Our extensive multi-sector, multi-theme investment expertise 

enables us to recognize and take advantage of diverse growth 

opportunities across the entire fashion value chain from the 

sourcing of raw materials to their manufacturing, distribution, 

and sale to end consumers.  

 

But the value chain doesn’t end there. Innovations in end of 

life management are scaling, opening significant 

opportunities to monetize waste streams and reduce their 

negative environmental impact.  As a result, we also invest in 

circular solutions that extend product life through resale, 

repurposing and recycling.  



 

9 Fashion Engagement Equities – November 2023 

Figure 8 - Tailored, multi-year engagement areas 

Source: Robeco

Figure 7 - Fashion’s diversified investment clusters 

Article 8 

 

The fund promotes environmental and/or social 

characteristics and is classified as an Article 8 

investment fund under the EU’s Sustainable 

Finance Disclosure Regulation (SFDR).  

 

 



 

 



 

 


